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FURTHER RE- 


HHESESIEESS 


FL E XI ONtouch- 
ing St. Anflin's Mind 
for the releale- 


ment of Souls 
in Purgatory. 


*' SIR, 


Chapter you take a civil con- 
fdence to tell me,that ] kn..w 
&X. Auſtin teſtifies in his time, as 
jet the queſtion (of the ſouls deli- 
rery before the laſt day) was not 


[ N your Notes on my tenth 


agrtated, and that each part may 


{| - oye erther trve, or falſe. | pal- 


' £d this over as a {imple aſſertion, 


# 2 


Fa Not 


he 


(2) 


not ſtrengthned with any proofs, 


either from my writings(whence 


| 
| 
ſhonld be grounded, your afſu- | : 
rance of my knowledge)or from | ! 
any Text in St. A4uitiz, which | | 
ſhould force me to luch an ac- | 
knowledgment : yet finding theſe | | 
words redoubled in your Reljgi- | | 
on,and Reaſov,p.105. where you C 
ay that St. Auſtin profeſſes ex 1 
preſly (ad Dulcitium Q. 1.) the | & 
queſtion had not yet been handled NO 
Lefore this time, but might here» 
aſter, but that he knew not Wot . f 
ther ſide would preve true. Hence Pt 
I cave youabto that place a fhort | fe 
Declaration of his ſenſe, and of Ol 
yur miſtake, in my Anſwer to l, 
yonr notes. But by reaſon Fou A 
reſi the world, that 1 know this V7 
to be St. 1rgr{tizres mind, tome hi 
perſwadec me. that for truth, <tr. {nr 
Aruitins, and iny own fake, Jam ffi 
ubliged O Examine my manu-_, fil 
| (cripts M 


4 


(3) - 
ſcripts(far my prelent condition 
give me not opportunity to look 
into his Works) fince my memo- 
ry may fail in laying up every 
paſſage of his numerous Volums 
touching this matter. Hence] of- 

' fer to you the Texts, which after 
| long perſRance in him my for- 
| merdiligence placcd in my pe- 
 nuary with my faithful cbſerva- 
| tions upon them, thet ,ou, & 1, 
| may be lecureof | i1smind. He hath 
this happy priviledge, that all 
. lides of Chriſtians pretend a 07 
plus xltra to his definitive ſen- 
tence in matter of controverhfies 
of Religion, and ſurely you, and 
I, may well be excuſed to referre 
our ſelves to him, ſince even Cal- 
214 himfelf deſires all to make 
him the Gencrall Umpire in all 
luch occurrences. To the better 
teaching his mind in his African 
- fie, I preſume to give theſe pre- 
" moniteries. A 2 Firſt 
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Firſt in writing fo many Vo. 
Inms, wherein various occurren« 
ces have occalivned ſometimes 
only an enquuring (as he notes 
upon hisſeaven bo ks upon que- 
ſions on the ſeaven firſt books of 
Holy Scripture, and npon Geme- 
fis ad literam he acknowledges, 
that there he ſought more then 
he found, and found more then 
he confirmed; ) ſfometimies only 
a touching as it were incidently, 
of a queſtion, which is frequent, 
we cannot in juftice ſay any ſuch, 

aſſage to ſpeak his deliberate 
Lenſe. as he himſelf aſſerts in his 
111 Epiſtle, but we mult referre 
our ſelvcs ro thoſe places where 
he concluds upona full Examina- 
tion,or hamoration, as he calls it 
De Pred.Sanctor.C.14.it we will 
faithfully know his mind. 

Secondly even among thoic 


places, where he treats, and con- . 
cl»des 


=. A, gon, hs >. _ hn. a. 
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cludes exanunately, there 1s ret- 
pet to be hud tothe times of his 
treating: 'or as he juſtly de- 
mands 11 1s retractations, of his 
reader, they wut give him leave 
to a/vance in Learnmg,and ther- 
f,re we thall beſt know his mind 
in his Iater writings, when as he 
aſſerts L. 2. de bapt. C. 3. even of 
Conncels, experience hath con» 
firmed former reſults. 

Thirdly, This (as I conceive} 
will hold univerſally, except 
where he himſelf interpoſera a 
reſtriftion : as when in later 
Writings he referres the rexder, 
and himſelf ro his former dect- 
fjons - as in the queſtinn we now 
determine to treat of; in his fe- 
cond queition to Dxlcitirs he re- 
mits us to {imfſelt, treating the 
ſame {ub ject to Parlinnus 1n his 
Care 6f the dead, asalloto Lau 
rentivs, im his Enchyridion, there- 

A-3 for 


(6) 


fore aſl iredly we thall find there 


his full Tudgemert, as he calls it, 


in the Epiſtle cited , _ 
ſince in his retraations he par- 
ticularly owneth rheſe ? mah 


books, as his own without any 


correction. | 

Laſtly, It is very obſervable 
for the clearer and ſurer under- 
ſtanding of his fence in ſome 
points, collateral to Gur preſent 
queſtion. that he much ferved 
himſelt of platoes principles ; el- 
pecially rouching abſitraited ſub-> 
ftances, as Angels and feparate 
ſouls, in conſequence whereof he 
formeth many reſoiutions, which 
ma; ſometimes refer to our pre- 
ſent purpoſe. I give impregne- 
ble inſtances in my Sy/teme, C.45. 
I could profuſely proſecute ir, 1f 
it were neceſſar'.. But as to Pla- 
toes doctrine touching only tem- 


pore] puniſhments after this life, - 


he 
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he excellently refutes de Crvit, L. 
21. andelic where. | 
As tothe firſt queſtion of Du/- 
cittns, Whereon you ground your 
certainty, he referres him ro two 
former books, the one of Farth, 
and V Yorks ; the other of Faith, 
Hope and Charity, which he o= 
therwiſe calls his Euckyridion to 
Larrentizs. His queſtion was whe- 
ther ſuch who commirtecl any tins 
aſter Baptiſme, ſhou'd ever come 
out of Hel] : thar is whether dy- 
ing in fin they thall be ſaved; 
whic doth r.ot touch our preſent 
ditficulty : yet fo fcr as it doth 
relate to us | gave you St. Autms 
anlwer, wiich was out of a pro- 
bable interpretation of the Ap'- 
tlr, 1 Cor.13.Namely, that ſuch 
who committed /evicra peccata, 
ſmaller ſins which he interprets 
by W124, hay, and [tnbble, ſhonld 
luffer puniſhments citheir in this 
A 4 world, 


(8) 
world, or in the next ; and fo be 

\aved,but not thoſe greater tran(- 
grefſions without repentance : 
where you ſee all that he ſays, re- 
Jates to St. pars text, and not at 
all ctoa delivery out of Purgatory 
befcre the Jaſt day, oran ecatins 
them by help of the Church, &c. 
which is one queſtion he treats 
the fame matter de civ.l.21.C 16% 
ellwhere,& expounds the Apoſtle, 
as here that 1t may import tempo- 
rary puniſhment, ſive ib: tantum, 
froe hic&+ thi, five wdeo hic, ut non 
#i. Wherc you ſce he aſſerts a 
punihment but he conceives St. 
Purls words m1 a {ignitie each fort 
of temporary purgation. 

I ſee you iookd on this place with 
oOrfiere es, orelſe ou read them 
not in iwrely,otherwile you would 
not urge Drlcitivs his firſt que- 
ſton, which either not at all, or 


elſe very remotely toucheth your 


delion. The 
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(9) 
The ſecond queſtion indeed 


which you touch not, hath more 
apparence,for there he asxeth 
down right, Utrum oblatio que fit 
pro queeſcentivus, Kc. Whether 
oblations for the dead, avail any 
thins for their foul:. Whereunto 
he firſt brings the optmon of 0- 
thers who hold that if any help 
could be procured for the dead, 
thev thought it might be more 
eff. tual for themtelves ; but as 
for his own ;udgement he referies 
him to his two books wick I 
named before. where he 1: very 
potitive, and clear for the foils 
relief by prayers, \lmes-deeds, 
Divine Sacrifices,, &c. In caſe 
they died with true repentance, 
which upon all occa{i:ns he in- 
culcates conftarr'y by reafon of 
ſome, who would lave faith in 

Chriſt to luthce alone. 
Its true that in is Enckyridien 
Ac C-JE+ 


(10) 
c. 69. he uſeth theſe words : Tale 
etiam aliquid polf hanc vitam fier 
inrcedibile non et: > utrum ita 
fitgqueri poteſt: & aiit mveniri, 
aut latere, non nullos fideles per 
ignem quendam | urgatorium, guan-. 
to magis nimnſve bona perenntia 
Ailexerunt, tantotardius, Citinſue 
falvari, &c. HNcre he ſpeaks the 
Churches do&rine, and our an- 
ſwer accurately to each particu- 
lar, and {urely tells us what was 
the ſenſe of Chriliians of his time 
i] Our controveriie ; but feems> 
not fo certann,as to the manner of 
unihment, whether by fire,efc. 

[t is evident indeed, that (irit 
he relates to the Apoſtics obſcure 
words, as he calls them , out of 
winch he concetves it may not 
mcredibly be inferred, that afcer 
t 1415 life there are ſuch fhery Pur- 
vations, out of which ſome ſoon- 
| 6 lates. Arrive to falva» 
f:oN 
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(11) 
tion. He puts his aſſertion 1n that 
weak modality of wor being incre- 
dible, not ur on the ſooner, and 
latzr being ſaved, which 1s our 
queſtion, but upon their paſſage 
by fire, which to this day hath 
not the ſame (certainty with the 
former. This1s plain, for that, 
Tale aliquid inmediately applies 
to thoſe words of the Apoſtle. 
Again he {peaks not at all of 
the Te -net,as 1t is a parte re bU AS 
it 18 deducible out of St.Part by 
realon of rhe « þfcuriry of the 
context, He fiich further , that 
there may be exculable ignorance 
11 reſpect of this, or any other 
determinate manner of puniſh. 
ment in Purgatory, for as mnci 
as can be Oo? gathered 
from that Text, which is a great 
Truth. 
But as to the thing it (elf, rhat 
ne did not wall in aneftion at all 
the 


(12) 

cae certainty of preſent relief by 
prayers, and almcs, in caſe they 
merited in their Jife time to be 
ſo hkIped,is molt evident by what 
he ſolemnly and finally teacheth 
in hisCh.110. which 15 perfectly 
contraiy to what you would have 
him teach here, neither could he 
lo groſly forget, what to ſoon be- 
fore he had taught his words are : 
Neque negandim et deſunctorum 
animas pietate ſrorim Viventiane 
relevari; cun pro ils ſacrificiun 
mediatoris effertur, ve! elvemo'yne 
in Eccleſia fiunt, ſou e134 bgc pro- 
ſunt, qui cum viverent, it pac 1b; 
po ten protefje poſſert meruerunt, 
& C. 

Its not Jawtulco deny,that the 
fouls of the dead are catcd by ric 
piety of the tiving, whe! toe fa- 
critice cf our yiediator 18 offerd 
or Almes in the Church are done 
but theſe chings profit ſuch, who 
WIS! 


(23) 
they lived, merited to have them 
afterward to profit them. 

This is his reſolution of our 
queſtion: to which he refer'd 
Dulcitizs, and this clearly ex- 
pounds the former words, where 
you muſt oblerve(to prevent your 
cavit) that he ſayd, they receive 
their helps.cm pro /!lis, &c. even 
then when the Holy ſacrifice is 
offer'd for them, it 1s not there- 
fore at Dooms- day, nor at the 
rſt (eparation of their {ouls, e&c. 
Both which, and only which y ou 
aſler:, contrary to him. 

As to that other excellent work 
of the care of the dead, which 1s 
to be prefer'd before all his 0- 
ther works, as to this matter, by 
reafon it 1s deſigned for it, and 
ex proeſſo there handled; I gave 
you the marrow of it in my r:- 
fuſe, and nothing can be more 
home , for clean thorough the 


book 


-_- 4 
4c og oo tw wo -. = 


(14 ) 

book he teaches that atual benefit 
profit help,advantage, evailement, 
and yeft, is procured for the 
ſouls, and he fpeakes condiſtin- 
&ively of the foul, as ſeparated 
from the boy, as when the body . 
is dead, and he faies, that then it 
receives ſuccour which 1s the full 
reſolution of our controverhie ; 
and he refer'd Dulcitivs to theſe 
two places for it. . 

Againſt this ſome peradventurec 
would bring him in his ewentich 
book of the City of God, where - 
Ch. 15. comparing the ſaints of 
the o]d Law, with thoſe of the 
New, he lays non abſurde cred; 
videtur, hos in locis Guide a tor + 
ments improruin remotiſſinmus, ſea 
tamen aprd inferss fuiſſe, donec 
eos inde ſanguis Chriti, & ad ea 
loca deſcenſus ernerets profecto de- 
inceps bout fideles efuſo illo pretis 
jam redemfpt:, f*erſus inferos ne- 
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ſciunt, 8c. This would feem to. 
deny all (tay in Purgatory ſince 
Chriſts paſſion for good Chriſti- 
ans, who he ſays know not Hell, 
under which Notion he explaines 
| himſelf to comprehend any ſuck 
place of detention. 

But it 1s evident,that he ſpeaks 
only of $a;nts under the Goſpel, 
who are not detained in any In- 
fernall place, as the S$azxts in the 
tine of the Law, but go preſently 
to Heaven,whigh 1s conſequent to 
all other places, where he puts 
only a middle fort of Chriſtians, 
not the Samts in Purgatory. 

Others may bring hin L. 20. 
De Crvit. c. 25. where ſpeaking of 
certain Purgatory puniſhments, 
and the Day of Judgement out of 
the Prophets, Malachy and Iſaiah, 
he coneludes; Verum ita Due/tio 
de pans Purgateriu, it diltgen- 
tis pertracietur, mn aliud tempus 


dife- 
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differenda eſt; where he ſeems not 
to afſerc with confidence : bur it 
is evident he ſpeaks in relation to 
a harder Queſtion,of the manner 
of purgation at the laſt Day, be- 


fore the eternal 4 forge of the 


Fuſt from tlie Wicked in the day 
of Judgement. þ or thoſe Chapters 
wholy treat of that, where every 
where he aſſerts temporary puni- 
ſhments after this life to Some, 
and to Others cternal,. gainſt the 
Platomiſts, who wil! have none e- 


cernall, but all emendatory, as - 


they, aud heſpeaks; fomeiimes 
indeed he inclincs to rheir Tenet 
of the manner of puniſhment,and 
out of that ground he ipeas du- 
biouſly,vrhich others not well ac- 
quainted with him,have milinter- 
pretedzas if he nad doubted of the 
puniſhment 1tlelf which he,S&rhey 
aſſert,asan undoubred Principle. 
Neither doth he aſſert, as you 
weld 
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would have him, ouly temporary 
puniſhments z# epſs judrcio ;, for 
if yougo to the next book, which 
iS21. cap, 12- when he gives you 
his anſwer to that difhculty,which 
he propounded here. and differ'd 
is es to that place, he ſayes, 
that Temporarias Pane alii in hac 
vita tantiymy alu pejt mortem, ali 
O AUC tunc, verum tamenx ante 
Judiciumitilud ſeveriſimum,woviſ- 
fmumgue, patiuntur z ſo that the 
main ſuffering of purgatory is be- 
fore the day of Judgement, which 
wholy deſtroys you, though he 
denies not,that ſome ſuffer #: Ipſo 
Fudicio. 

In further proceſs of this matter 
c.14- he gives his full Solution of 
the Churches prayers for then 
and of their releaſe upon tlicir 
 Frayers in theſ! words : Pro de- 
funcin quibuſdam, vel rpſins Eccles» 
fie, vel querundam piorum exaudi- 
lr 


(18) 
tuy oratio,&c. he treats largely of 
the effe&s of Church prayers and 


(as you ſee) he evidently affery, 


that upon the Churches, & good 
pours prayers, ſuch Dead per- 
ons are releaſed; for he ſaies,that 


their prayers are granted, exay- * 


ditur Oratio. Now all know,that 
the prayers are tendred to releſe 
them preſently:in conformity to 
this,he teaches c.16. Purgatorias 
autem penas nullas futuras opine- 
tur, niſt aute ultimum Fulicium: 
Here can be no rtply, as to his 
judgement. And indeed this book 
De Civitatc added to the former 
book, we mentioned before, 
ſpeak cl-arly ,and of ſer purpoſe, 
of our matter,and therefore give 
us his full judgement. 

Some may objeR,/.22. c.25. de 
Civitate: Siin regni dei poſſesſrone 
uunguam ernnt, eterns ſupplicis 
tenchuntir, quia 19 &t LoCys mes - 


ains, 


(19) 
ſ dis, &c. As if he did not admit 
| any middle } my of Purgatory - 
, . butitis evident, that he will nor 
| haveany eternal middle place, 
' as you know the Pelagians would 
 havefor ſome; to the ſame tenor 
heſpeaks in other places. For a 
further afſurance of his mind, [I 
muſt needs adde the ninth book 
of his confeſſions, which he never 


retrated,bur alwaies confirmed - 


in this place, he tells the practiſe 
of the whole Church in his Mo- 
mer. Taxntum illud ves rogo, wt 
«d domini altare memineritis met, 
vbi fueritis, 8c. Where ſhe beggs 
afhſtance at our Lords Altar. 
Where afcer he hath told the 
manner of her Chriſtian bur1a], 
anſwerable to the preſent pra- 
tice of Holy Church, he falls a 
praying for his Mcther. Nunc 
pro peccatis matris mee deprecor 
"fe, exaudi me Þ?r Chritum, &Cc. 
Credo 


(20) 
Creds quod jam feceris, quod te 
roge : ſed veluntaria oris mei pro« jig 
ba Domine, Kc. 

Here we ſee, what St. Augrſtine 
prayed for, and in this whatSt. 

Monica begd of him, that her lins je 
might preſently be forgiven he!, 
and conſequently her fou] receiv- »8 
ed to Heaven. Inſpire domine i 

ſervis tuis fratribus meis, quibus RS 
voluntate, & carde, & liters, ſer- x10 
v18, ut quotquet hec legerint, me- (hu 

minermt ad altare tuum Monice Xn 


femule tue,cum Patricio guondan _ 
Jus Conjuge, KC. The's 


He hoped, that what he begged Wa: my 
already graunrted, yerthe prayed on and j; ſþ 
beg'd others ro do the ſame for her, and; 
all was to bring her to Heaven : and he,,,,,, 
beggs, thatir may be granted him for ,,;- 
Chriſts ſake ; thar is a preſent forgivencſs ,.., 
of her fins, therefore he ſays, his Mother 
knew upon theAlrer,diſpenſari vicimem  o 
ſanfam, qua deletum eft Chyrograthum, ings 
quod erat contra vos. This was there ,, ſ 
fore her, and lus prayer, that by applica-,, 

rion 


(22) | 
© on of Chriſts Holy Sacrifice, her fins 
= tightbe blotted oarupeon their prayers. 
ſth not rhis evidently witnefle theic 
- iopes of a preſent releaſe? for he belic- 
| td, that God had already granted 
* what he prayed for, rhat is, he believed 
S thar ſhe was already in Heaven, and yet 
2 [ifprayed for ir. His prayers were then 
- 0 ger her to heaven preſently,which he 
, Vlieved Was all ready graunteds He did 
(ot then pray for her going ro Heaven, 
it Dooms-day. This admies no reply 
* stohis mind, and truely of the whole 
» Church : for he ſpeaks no fingularity ; fe 
» lence defires all men to jzoyn wich him; 
fete we alſo ſee that they all believed 
«h the preſenr Chorch, Chriſt himſelf 
6 be offer'd upon the altar for our fins. 
» Read him upon the 48 Pſalne, where 
| te ſhews the ſenſe and praiſe of thoſe 
i.mes, read him alſo upon the 80 Pſal. 
the ſame purpoſe, only & alwaicsre- 
quiring} that che fairhfal dye in true Re» 
' xntance. 
in his 54 Epiſtle he tels, and examines 
:caſtome of the faithſul, co make offe- 
ings-up at the praves of the dead,wherC 
je ſpeaks thus: 05/ationes pre ee" 
an or- 


(22) 
dermientiurm, quas vere aliquid adjuvare - 
credendum eft, ſuper 1pſas memorias nan ve 
ſint ſumptueſa,&c. He would have them | pt 
to favour of Chatiry, not Vanity,and the - he 
Money which was «<ffered there, was | pa 
preſently ro be given to the poor. Cer- | ol 
rainly he never dreamed of your ſpecy- hj 
lation of the prevenrial] helps at thr: 2, 
dearhs,by thoſe farure Almes,much leſs ' 
of an expeQation till rhe laſt day, when w 
he ſimply ſpeaks, that the ſouls have | ſa 
tome help by them, ſurely nor before © gc 
the Almes were dultrijbuted. rt 
in fine, that no rationall perſon may | 
hereafter doubt of St, &uf1ins mind asto ' Sa 
pleſent releaſe upon prayers, (5:.,, Let ; hc 
him read him L.1.De anima (F ents agie | +; 
gine, C. 10, Which he acknowledgeth | to 
in his Retractione. De fratre autemsS, | of 
Perfetus Divocrate, p10 quo Wia imm- ap 
nenie Martyyio creditur exdudita. ut 4 ap; 
pany transferretur ad requiem : quy [ct | off 
utrum pucr ille poſt Baptiſmum , perſecu- cri 
trons tempore, a fatre impio per 1dolatrt- . de 
am fuerit alzeraiys 4 Chyiſto, propter Sn 
quod m damnationem mortys 1erit, nec 
mae nifr pro Chyifts woriture {97 ors pre- | ma 
cabus donatus exietit, &c: | ha 
Here, | urs 
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e-, Here is firſt evident,that it was belic- 
n_ ved, that upon St. Perpetua the Martys, 
m _. prayers,juft before her death,offer'd for 
ec - her brother,he was transferr'd from hzs 
5 ; pains to reſt, Here is the full Solution of 
7- | our whole Controverfie,conformable to 
3- his own and the Churches Doctrine, for 
ir ; !1e Souls delivery before the laft day. 
{* Secondly , here is another pallage 
n which in my Anſwer to your Notes 1 
e , ſaid he wobnld not deny, evidently op- 
e : goſite ro your undervaluing St. Grego- 
11es, St.Bedes and St.Damaſcens Relati- 
y ; ons of ſome ſouls relieved out of Hell by 
0 | Saints prayers ; which (as you ſee) he 
t , holds it poſlible to be obtained, though 
i- k: reaches every where, that according 
h | to Gods ordinary Laws,there is no hope 
S, of any ſort of Heaven withour Baptiſm, 
/- againſt the Pelagians ; and particularly 
«  apainſt Vincentizs, who would, jugiter 
it  offeryi Sacyificia : that continually Sa- 
- crifices ſhould be offered for Children 
- . dead without Eapciſme, that is, for 
7 Souls in Rell. 
© [T purpoſely omit other paſlages in 
- ' many places, as being notſo full, as I 
| have omitted other ObjeRions !lefle 
e | urgent, 
4} 
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EEE. (24) 
=-- ff you had endeavoured to ſhew how ' 
tis pollages in St. Gregory and the reſt 
might be trae, as the Greeks and many 
great perſons did, it had been worthy 
the eminency of your wir, but only to 
labeur to prove them falſc, is below 
your piety, Efpecially ſince great Sr, 
Auftin «s 1 have ſhewed, admits no dil 
ficulty in them. 

T have indeed read all Sr. Gregorres 
Dialogues over again fince I found you 
ſo very poficive againſt rhem, and truly 
if I ſhould joyn with you, I muſt caſt off 
St. Auguſtine, Th:odoret, and much more 
all poſieriour Greek Authors, who have 
aſſerted either the ſame or other xqui- 
valent Hiſtories, and St. Greg. himfelt 1% 
my judgement, ſpeaks alwayes very wa- 
rily aud with muchjudgment and piety, 

Your goodneſs will pardon my 7zea! 
in vingicating S. Aſtin, and there grea! 
holy Perſonages; who am 


Sir, 
Tour moſt faithfull Servant, 
H. D. 


